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News Release

The University gfDayton
DOCTRINAL DlFFERENCES

EXAHINED
DAYTON, Ohio, February 18, 1981

Ecurnenism -- the efforts toward unity and

cooperation among churches and denominations, will be the subject of public discussions
each Tuesday from l-1arch 3 to March 31 at the University of Dayton.
William Anderson, Eric Friedland, and James Heft, S.M . , of the Department of
~~. "!ligious

Studies, will represent the Protestant, Jewish and Catholic traditions in

seminars centering on Scripture and Tradition; Authority and Halakhah; Messiah and
Christology; Sin and Atonement; and the Eucharist and Sacred Meal.
In addition to doctrinal differences, prejudices and misconceptions also
divide the three traditions.

For example:

If Protestantism is viewed only in light of the Reformation, it appears as
a movement solely in opposition to Roman Catholicism,
direction.

t hough that was not its intended

Protestant churches have a hierarchy and beliefs within their own right.
Judaism also is a religion in its own right, although there are those who

choose to believe that Jews forfeited the i r right to salvation when they did not
recognize Christ as the messenger of a new age, as he is recognized in Christian
denominations.
Finally, Catholics, led by the pope, are sometimes viewed as responding to
the pope instead of the Bible, when the emphasis should be on the development of both
faith and reason.
These examples and other relevant issues will be discussed each Tuesday at
8 p.m. in Kennedy Union.

For more information, call 229-2514.
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